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SHRI SURESH HARILAL SONI

Shri Suresh Harilal Soni is a Founder & Managing Trustee of Sahyog Kushtha Yagna Trust
of Gujarat.

2. Born on 23™ November, 1944 in Shinor, Vadodara District, Gujarat, Shri Soni passed M.Sc.,
First class first with Distinction, with Mathematics, from the M. S. University of Baroda, in 1966.
During his study, he went to Remand Home to meet children and tell them stories. He gave free tuition
to children and helped child beggars on street. He started leprosy work voluntarily in 1970; learned
through leprosy patients, giving medicines, injections, dressing ulcers, etc. He and his wife helped
Leprosy beggars of two big slums of Baroda in various ways in personal capacity; approaching the
Baroda Municipal Corporation helping financially from own pocket, encouraged the beggars to give
up begging and to spin on Ambar Charkha and helped their children to study. He left lucrative &
comfortable job of lectureship of the Baroda University & started living with leprosy afflicted persons.
Heisin the field of leprosy since 1970, i.e. for last SSyears.

3. Shri Soni received 31.75 acres of land with tubewells, some buildings, etc as an
unconditional gift. He and his wife started Sahyog Kushtha Yagna Trust in 1988 with 20 Leprosy
Afflicted Persons & their children. Today, the Trust has 1050 ashramites (Leprosy Afflicted
Persons and relatives, Disabled persons and relatives, persons with social problems, persons with
Schizophrenia, Children of Leprosy Afflicted and poor parents, Mentally Retarded Males, Mentally
Retarded Females) living a new life with dignity, care, love, security & without worrying for
tomorrow. Beneficiaries come from all over India. The Trust has 33 old - disabled cows. SAHYOG
is a newly constructed village, with Govt. Primary school upto VIII Standard, Unique Temple to
accommodate 500 people, Election Booth, Hospital with 45 beds, Physiotherapy Centre; Houses
for Leprosy Afflicted Persons along with Latrine -Bathroos & Tulsikyaras, Trainnig Hall, Parking
stands for nearby villagers etc. He gives full cooperation, (including financial if required) even to
Govt. Leprosy control work in Dang, through Leprosy cured tribal local people in past. Thousands
of Seminars-workshops were organized here for Leprosy, Hepatitis-B Programme, Reconstructive
& Surgical Operations.

4, Shri Soni arranged several camps in co-ordination with other NGOs on Ophthalmic, AIDS,
T.B., to learn to write gazals, trekking for Youth, Leadership, Environment, Cattle, National
Seminar for Mentally Retarded, etc. The Trust has become a source of inspiration to students,
teachers, youth, govt. officers, saints. He has given lectures to Govt. staff, written articles,
published papers, talks on Radio & several T.V. channels not only on Leprosy but on other health
topics, also for inspiration. He was a member in several committees at District & State level.

5. Shri Soni and Sahyog Kushtha Yagna Trust have received more than 100 Awards &
Sanmans from Central & State Governments & NGOs such as International Gandhi Award,
National Award for Best Institution for disabled by former President, Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam and
National Award for development of children etc.
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